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MGOCSM IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM

Mar Gregorios Orthodox Christian Student Movement
(MGOCSM) is a spiritual organization for student community in the
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church and is one of the largest spiritual
organizations of its kind in the world. Its humble beginning goes
back more than a century, when a few dedicated young men and
seniors with vision and faith joined hands to organize the young
college students in Madras centered in Madras Christian College
to nurture their spiritual life and to encourage them to serve Christ
in and through the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church. They
founded the Syrian Student Conference in 1907 and the first
conference was convened on 1st January 1908 at Tiruvalla. The
Syrian Student Conference, the parent organisation, assumed its
present name MGOCSM in 1960 after the name of Mar Gregoriose
of Parumala. It is the oldest Christian Student Organization in
India with the motto ‘Worship Study Service’.

The Diamond Jubilee of the MGOCSM was celebrated in
1969 (May 21-25) at Baselios College, Kottayam. The Platinum
Jubilee was celebrated from 25-12-1983 to 1-1-1984 at the Orthodox
Theological Seminary, Kottayam. The Centenary Celebrations of
the movement were held during 2008 at various places and
culminated in a grand conference (Centum Gratia) at the Parumala
Seminary during December 26-31, 2008.

In order to bring together the young people of our church
outside Kerala, zonal conferences were started in various places.
The first conference in South India was held at Bangalore in 1973
and the first conference in the West Zone was held at the YMCA in
Bombay. The Diaspora Centre at Nagpur was started in 2006 in
order to take care of the spiritual needs of young people born and
brought up outside Kerala. At present it functions in Roha, Mumbai.
The first annual conference held outside Kerala was from
December 26" to 29" 2012 at Roha, Mumbai. The 105" Annual
conference will be held at Trivandrum on December 26" to 29*
2013.

MGOCSM spreads its services through the different wings such
as the Medical Auxiliary, Technical Auxiliary, School Teachers’
and Higher Secondary School Teachers’ Orthodox Christian
Association (STOCA and HSSTOCA), University Teachers’ Orthodox
Christian Association (UTOCA), Literary Forum and Missionary
Forum. MGOCSM considers it an obligation to help the students
from the lowest strata of the society through its educational
scholarship programmes. Student Centres at Kottayam,
Tiruvananthapurum, Kothamangalam and Alwaye stand as fitting
monuments to the continuous and tireless efforts of the Movement
during the past years. Each Student Centre provides hostel facilities
in addition to a chapel, an auditorium, reading rooms and guest
rooms.

The Movement is grateful to God Almighty that it was
instrumental in providing committed leaders to the Church over
the years. Along with the tradition and heritage of 100+ years of
guidance, leadership and service, the Movement enters the new
millennium with various activities for the spiritual upbringing of
the student community in the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church.
Let all praise and thanks be to God Almighty for His blessings on
the Movement.

Metropolitan Geevarghese Mar Coorilos (President)
Metropolitan Dr. Zachariah Mar Theophilus (Vice President)

Fr. Dr. Varghese Varghese (General Secretary)

MGOCSM

P.B. 610, KOTTAYAM - 686 001
Ph: (0481) 2567338
E-mail: mgocsmoffice@yahoo.com
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